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Dear	
  Faith	
  Leader,	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  picking	
  up	
  this	
  toolkit.	
  	
  It	
  takes	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  courage	
  to	
  begin	
  open,	
  honest	
  conversations	
  
about	
  harmful	
  practices	
  that	
  are	
  deeply	
  entrenched	
  in	
  a	
  community’s	
  culture	
  and	
  tradition.	
  We	
  
commend	
  you	
  for	
  taking	
  this	
  first	
  step	
  to	
  eradicating	
  female	
  genital	
  cutting	
  (FGC)	
  and	
  promote	
  the	
  

health	
  and	
  wellbeing	
  of	
  girls	
  and	
  women	
  in	
  your	
  community.	
  	
  

No	
  matter	
  what	
  your	
  stance	
  has	
  been	
  in	
  the	
  past,	
  you	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  big	
  difference	
  in	
  helping	
  your	
  
congregation	
  and	
  community	
  think	
  more	
  deeply	
  about	
  these	
  practices.	
  Whether	
  you	
  have	
  never	
  
spoken	
  to	
  your	
  community	
  about	
  FGC,	
  or	
  whether	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  speaking	
  out	
  against	
  this	
  practice	
  for	
  

a	
  long	
  time,	
  we	
  offer	
  you	
  ways	
  of	
  starting	
  or	
  re-­‐energizing	
  the	
  conversations	
  around	
  such	
  issues.	
  	
  Your	
  
congregation	
  looks	
  to	
  you	
  for	
  guidance	
  and	
  support;	
  this	
  means	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  uniquely	
  positioned	
  to	
  
make	
  real	
  and	
  lasting	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  girls	
  today,	
  and	
  for	
  generations	
  to	
  come.	
  

We	
  understand	
  that	
  FGC	
  will	
  likely	
  be	
  difficult	
  to	
  discuss.	
  This	
  toolkit	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  educate	
  and	
  make	
  it	
  

easier	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  this	
  harmful	
  practice.	
  In	
  it,	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  resources	
  that	
  will	
  arm	
  you	
  with	
  
medical	
  facts	
  and	
  theological	
  references	
  that	
  speak	
  out	
  against	
  FGC,	
  and	
  ways	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  tough	
  
questions	
  you	
  may	
  face	
  along	
  the	
  way.	
  

We	
  have	
  worked	
  with	
  local	
  and	
  international	
  partners	
  and	
  with	
  faith	
  leaders	
  from	
  diverse	
  faith	
  

backgrounds	
  across	
  Africa	
  to	
  develop	
  this	
  toolkit.	
  We	
  recognize	
  that	
  eradicating	
  FGC	
  is	
  a	
  vital	
  step	
  to	
  
promote	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  wellbeing	
  of	
  girls	
  and	
  women,	
  which	
  will	
  greatly	
  improve	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  
success	
  of	
  communities	
  and	
  nations	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  	
  

We	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  read	
  this	
  toolkit,	
  and	
  understand	
  the	
  value	
  of	
  comprehensive	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  

realities	
  of	
  FGC.	
  Please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  share	
  this	
  approach	
  with	
  peers	
  of	
  your	
  own	
  faith	
  or	
  across	
  faiths	
  in	
  
your	
  community.	
  Our	
  hope	
  is	
  that,	
  by	
  equipping	
  you	
  with	
  information	
  and	
  useful	
  tools,	
  you	
  can	
  become	
  

a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  movement	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  knowledge,	
  attitudes,	
  and	
  behaviors	
  of	
  communities	
  –	
  and	
  the	
  
lives	
  of	
  girls	
  who	
  need	
  your	
  support	
  the	
  most.	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  joining	
  us	
  in	
  our	
  mission	
  to	
  empower	
  girls	
  by	
  eliminating	
  FGC.	
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• Conversation	
  3:	
  FGC	
  is	
  harmful,	
  but	
  used	
  anyway	
  in	
  an	
  attempt	
  to	
  “guarantee”	
  virginity	
  in	
  
girls.	
  	
  Does	
  FGC	
  punish	
  the	
  innocent	
  before	
  a	
  crime	
  is	
  even	
  committed?	
  

• Conversation	
  4:	
  How	
  can	
  responsible,	
  healthy,	
  and	
  productive	
  communities	
  work	
  to	
  

eliminate	
  FGC?	
  	
  

	
   	
  

Engage	
  Women:	
  	
  
All	
  Human	
  Life	
  has	
  Dignity	
   Module	
  4	
  
This	
  interactive	
  workshop	
  provides	
  an	
  opportunity	
  for	
  women	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  FGC,	
  its	
  negative	
  effects,	
  

and	
  the	
  truths	
  behind	
  the	
  myths	
  they	
  may	
  have	
  encountered.	
  The	
  workshop	
  in	
  this	
  module	
  can	
  be	
  
presented	
  in	
  one	
  unified	
  session,	
  or	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  excerpted	
  and	
  spread	
  out	
  across	
  several	
  meetings	
  as	
  
necessary.	
  Furthermore,	
  it	
  can	
  also	
  serve	
  as	
  an	
  inspiration	
  for	
  further	
  workshops	
  and	
  open	
  discussions!	
  	
  

	
  

Engage	
  Youth:	
  	
  
Girls,	
  Boys,	
  &/or	
  Mixed	
  groups	
  the	
  dignity	
  of	
  human	
  life	
   	
  Module	
  5	
  
This	
  interactive	
  investigation	
  is	
  tailored	
  specifically	
  for	
  youth	
  groups	
  within	
  your	
  faith	
  institution	
  –	
  
whether	
  girls	
  alone,	
  boys,	
  or	
  mixed	
  groups–	
  providing	
  them	
  with	
  thoughtful	
  opportunities	
  to	
  

understand	
  FGC	
  and	
  its	
  consequences.	
  How	
  to	
  engage	
  different	
  subgroups	
  of	
  youth	
  will	
  depend	
  on	
  
local	
  circumstances,	
  but	
  the	
  key	
  messages	
  remain	
  constant:	
  everyone	
  can	
  do	
  something	
  to	
  stop	
  FGC!	
  	
  
	
  

Activity	
  Kit:	
  	
  
Everything	
  You	
  Need	
  to	
  Engage	
  Your	
  Community	
  
The	
  activity	
  kit	
  includes	
  the	
  anatomy	
  flipchart	
  and	
  accompanying	
  lesson	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  modules	
  
4	
  and	
  5.	
  	
  




