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JLI Ending Violence Against Children Hub 
Outline for Scoping Study: 
Unique contributions of faith communities to
Ending Violence against Children (EVAC)

Introduction
The Joint Learning Initiative on Faith & Local Communities (JLI) Ending Violence against Children Hub (EVAC Hub) is dedicated to better understanding the role of religion and faith actors in protecting children against violence. The UN defines violence against children as all forms of physical or mental violence, injury and abuse, neglect or negligent treatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse. ‘Child protection’ is directly linked, and refers to preventing and responding to violence, exploitation and abuse against children acknowledging that these violations occur in every country and inhibit child survival and development.
 
In a world where 84 per cent of people are religious, faith communities have a unique, essential and indispensable role to play in ending violence against children. Faith leaders have unmatched moral authority and profound, trusted relationships with their communities; they influence behaviour, for better or worse. The faith community can address oppressive ideology and broken relationships on spiritual, emotional and physical levels. They frequently have more holistic, sustainable influence and reach than any state or organisation. Yet, there remains a lack of substantial evidence to indicate the multiple roles that faith actors play in preventing and responding to violence against children. In particular, two areas stand out for further investigation. 
1) Firstly, the unique contributions of faith communities – both in relation to ending as well as contributing to violence against children – need to be examined in order to understand their involvement in the perpetuation as well as their positive influence in this sphere. At present, no comprehensive overview of the evidence in this area exists.
2) Secondly, the role of faith actors in influencing wider community and formal and informal child protection systems in relation to prevention and response to EVAC need to be investigated in order to understand the potential that their engagement has for child protection processes. 

This particular gap in knowledge is the focus of the EVAC JLI Hub. This data is crucial to help 
policymakers, religious leaders and practitioners inform policies and advocate for programmes and prevention efforts with faith communities to end violence against children.

Three cross cutting themes inform this approach to the above issues: 
· Gender perspectives: a gender lens to EVAC is central as children’s lives, their opportunities, as well as the violence directed against them contain a gender dimension. Issues such as son preference, corporal punishment, access to education, child marriage and many others affect girls and boys differently. Throughout the scoping study a gendered view of violence directed against children will inform the analysis of faith communities’ perpetuation of and contributions to ending these practices. 
· Interfaith approaches/collaboration: the particular approach taken by JLI to investigating the involvement of faith communities in EVAC is one that recognises not only the importance of understanding how children within different faith perspectives are protected and supported (as well as harmed) but also that interfaith collaboration is central to strengthening the voices of those who speak out and act against violence. In the scoping study this interfaith approach will be evident through the evidence presented. 
· Child participation: an overriding assumption is that children have a fundamental right to participate in decisions and issues that affect their lives and have their voices heard. This assumption is central to how the topic of EVAC is approached as silencing children and marginalising them in decision-making is a form of violence directed against them. In this scoping study accessing children’s voices on the violence directed against them is crucial not only for understanding their experience but also for how they see faith communities contributing to eliminating violence. In the literature review every attempt will be made to access studies that present children’s voices and perspectives.

Building an improved evidence base for engagement with EVAC
The Scoping Survey will develop a synthesis of existing evidence on the contributions of faith communities to EVAC based on reviewing available literature, collating and analyzing case studies as well as interviewing practitioners and policy-makers. However, there are two issues that influence the remit of the study. Firstly, in order not to broaden this undertaking to such an extent that it becomes meaningless, this process will be focused on the two themes identified above. While many other relevant themes exist that could form the focus of the study, their inclusion would dilute the evidence that the study could provide. Secondly, the chosen themes seek not to overlap with the Gender Based Violence Hub of the JLI which has focused on several examples of gendered violence directed against girls (such as child marriage and FGM/C amongst others). While some of these more overtly gender-based issues seem pertinent to this study focused on children, it was seen as pertinent to not duplicate scarce resources in the field. 
The identification of the two main themes highlighted above was undertaken through consultation via the EVAC Hub with a survey for interested participants and several Hub meetings between August – December 2017. It was decided that the scoping study would constitute a three-way process for collating existing relevant evidence relevant through:
1) an extensive literature review of academic and policy documents (Feb-May 2018), 
2) written contributions and case-studies submitted by partner humanitarian organizations (both secular and faith-based) and key policy-makers (April-July 2018), and 
3) semi-structured interviews conducted with circa 20 practitioners, policy-makers and faith leaders predominantly based in the global south (August-October 2018)
The literature review, case studies and interviews will aim to answer the following questions:  
1) What evidence exists for the unique contributions that faith communities have made to EVAC?
a) What evidence exists for contributions of faith communities to the elimination of violence against children?
b) What evidence exists for the perpetuation of violence against children that faith communities have been involved in?
2) What underlying beliefs and assumptions drive these unique contributions to EVAC as well as their contributions?
3) To what extent and through what types of mechanisms are faith actors involved in formal and informal child protection systems?
a) How effective is this involvement and how could it be enhanced?
To answer these and other questions, the scoping research will identify evidence with regards to topics including:  
· Types of initiatives undertaken by faith communities to contribute to EVAC
· Types of violence against children of particular concern (e.g. violent discipline, use of fear etc.)

The search for evidence will include a particular focus on the three cross cutting themes identified above, namely gender, interfaith perspectives and child participation. However, the precise topics will evolve and be refined through the iterative research process involving the research team, Hub members and interested practitioners. 

Outputs of the Scoping Study
The scoping study will consist of three parts:
1) Overview of existing evidence in the form of a literature review report and full bibliography
2) Selected case studies on contributions of faith communities and role of faith actors in child protection systems
3) Full study report on which includes the literature review, case studies, and findings from primary data collection process with practitioners, faith leaders and policy makers in the field 

Practitioner-oriented outputs will also be produced as part of the dissemination plan, which can be found as an annex to this outline.

These will be collaboratively authored by members of the JLI EVAC Hub, under the editorial guidance of the Hub Co-Chairs and Olivia Wilkinson, Research Director JLI. 

Time line:
1) Literature Review: March – April 2018
2) Case study collation: April-July 2018
3) Interviews and write-up: August-October 2018
4) Finalise study October-November 2018
5) Practitioner related output tbd end of 2018-2019

Budget: 
· Research Assistance (JLI has committed $2,000 to this, Queen Margaret University is committing 25 researcher days to the literature review, Olivia Wilkinson will provide input and guidance and $10,000 from World Vision for case study interviews and final write-up)
· Publication Preparation
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