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Benjamin Laniado
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DEAR Friends: 
It is an honor to be able to share with 
you, year by year, our annual report 
which provides affirmation of CADENA’S 
continuous and hard work. Affirmation 
that would not be possible without the 
support of its many volunteers. 

Affirmation that brings faith from the 
effort of many people, of an existing 
brotherhood, of a tireless struggle for 
solidarity, and of the commitment of 
those who share their heart, resources, 
time, and soul, putting their lives at risk 
to help others. 

Together we have changed the lives of 
more than six hundred thousand people 
around the world. Despite experiencing 
extremely challenging moments that 
could impede us from reaching and 
helping the affected populations, we 
were able to provide humanitarian aid 
when it was crucial. 

There is much work to be done, as 
vulnerability continues to increase daily. 
In Latin America, 10.7 million people 
were affected by natural disasters 
during 2016, 10% more than in 2015. 
The hurricane season in the Atlantic was 
the most active it has been since 2012 
and the deadliest since 2005.
 
Floods took first place in regional 
disasters, although droughts impacted 
the greatest number of people. It is 
important to move forward with an 
innovative perspective, as it will allow us 
to change the outcome of disasters for 
millions of people once and for all. 

As we share our ambition of offering 
greater humanitarian aid each day 
to those in need, regardless of their 

location, we also strive to educate our 
society to become better human beings. 
Therefore, emphasizing the idea that 
the best way to serve God, is by serving 
our neighbor and teaching by example 
that “GIVING” helps us become worthy 
human beings. 

I invite young people to get involved - 
Your enthusiasm and energy enable us 
to reach farther than we ever expected.

I call upon the entrepreneurs to become 
a link in this chain (CADENA) and devote 
your success to a greater cause. 

I reach out to the many institutions and 
organizations and ask you to join in the 
calling of changing our world.
 
I encourage everyone to join us and 
work hand in hand with a common 
objective; the objective of putting those 
people who are left behind and in need, 
in the forefront. 

I am requesting a general call to action 
to everyone assuring them that it 
doesn’t take much in order to give to 
others; and through acts of generosity 
we become another link in this growing 
chain (CADENA), distinguishing us as 
members of the human race, and uniting 
us in solidarity during times of adversity.

Blessings, 

Benjamin Laniado
CEO President of CADENA
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about us
• CADENA is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping people affected by natural disasters and 

emergencies AROUND THE WORLD, bringing aid "Hand in Hand" directly to those in need.   

• CADENA is divided into 3 main programs: Emergencies, Education and Prevention; since 2005, we 
have devoted our time to offer these programs both nationally and internationally.

• In 2015, CADENA began its international expansion, by replicating the same model of assistance in 
various Jewish communities around the world. 

• Thus far, CADENA has opened offices in Miami, San Diego, Israel, Guatemala, Panama and Costa 
Rica; and will continue to work on its international expansion, enabling us to create a larger network 

of humanitarian aid that would strengthen our ability to respond faster and reach more people around 
the world.

HISTORY
After Hurricane Stan struck Chiapas in 2005, a group 
of young people from the Jewish Community in Mexico 
decided to deliver aid directly to the victims of this 
disaster, ensuring that all items they had collected 
would reach those who needed it most. This powerful 
experience impacted the lives of these volunteers and 
was the spark that helped create CADENA. 

As of that day, whenever Mexico was faced with any sort 
of natural disaster, this group of pioneers took on the 
responsibility to encourage people from their community 
to assist in delivering aid to those in need. 

CADENA was officially founded in 2008, representing 
itself as an organization of Mexico’s Jewish community, 
who assists its fellow countrymen in the face of natural 
disasters. 

Through the years, CADENA has continued its 
humanitarian aid work in Mexico, as well as internationally.

MISSION

VISION
To make a significant contribution to the formation 
and education of our community in order to make 

better Jews and better human beings who fulfill their 
duty to their people, their country, and to the world. 
By doing so, we are aligning Jewish and universal 
values that can help improve the living conditions 

of people affected by natural disasters and 
emergencies as well as reducing their vulnerability. 

To generate and strengthen the Jewish identity 
within the members of different communities 

throughout the world by rediscovering and serving 
the intrinsic humanitarian values and principles in 

our millennial traditions by way of our hand in hand 
Humanitarian assistance to people affected by 

natural disasters or emergencies.

HAND IN
 H

AND

HELP

EDUCAT
E

SPREAD THE W
ORD
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School 
Supplies

55,956

Dental 
Consults

2,988

Basic Items

567,706

Food in 
tons

1,529

Water
Filters

6,864

Psychological 
Consultations

1,607

Families
Helped

147,610

Volunteers

3,744

Medical 
Consults

12,330

Volunteer 
Hours

395,731

CADENA has taken part in more than 

214
humanitarian 
aid missions, 
having assisted 
more than 

730,356
people around  the world.

Results
2005 -  today
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After Hurricane Otto (the first hurricane that crossed Costa 
Rica, whose power was felt in the northern part of the country) 
caused extensive damage to infrastructure and roads, mainly 
in the cantons of Upala. CADENA arrived with 2 brigades. 

Brigade 1: Coordination and Assessment 
CEO Benjamin Laniado accompanied by Director of 
International Emergencies and Expansion, Erika Glanz, and 
logistics specialist, Ari Fascovich, traveled to Costa Rica to 
support the coordination and the assessment of the damage 
caused by Hurricane Otto. Once there, with the help and 
interest of the Jewish Community of Costa Rica, they began 
planning the foundation of the future CADENA Costa Rica. 

Brigade 2: Repair the Damage 
A second group of logistics specialists and psychologists 
from CADENA International and CADENA Mexico, traveled 
to Costa Rica to help and train the volunteers from CADENA 
Costa Rica to conduct their first formal mission. Accompanied 
by more than 20 volunteers from the Jewish community in 
Costa Rica, they delivered water filters, resiliency books, 
school supplies, and toys for kids. 

costa rica

June.- We visited part of the "Precario Tarzan" community 
where 15 families were evacuated from their homes because 
of the river overflow. These people, mostly single mothers and 
children, are currently in a communal hall called Metropoli I in 
Pavas. As part of our mission, we brought food and cleaning 
supplies to support them.
 
September.- We went to Sector 8 of the “Guidos de 
Desamparados”, where 35 families were affected and to 
Barrio México, San José, where 65 people were affected by 
the overflow of the María Aguilar River.
 
October.- The rains and floods caused by tropical storm Nate 
devastated part of the country that gave way to landslides that 
damaged 72 schools, caused health problems for numerous 
people and left almost half a million people without potable 
drinking water. 

Volunteers from CADENA Costa Rica, together with 
emergency response experts from Cadena México, delivered 
humanitarian aid to the most affected communities. They made 
2 aerial missions to reach the towns of Quepos, Parrita, 
Saavegre, Playa Bandera and they made missions by land 
to Bajo Loaiza, Palmichal, Piedras Blancas, Palmichal, 
Bajo Caliente de Puntarenas, Bajo Caliente de Miramar, 
Ortega, Cañas and Guanacaste. The humanitarian aid 
mission completed either by air or land distributed basic need 
items, food pantries, mattresses, clothes and 100 water filters.

2017

2016

International 
MISIONS
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2017
On January 12, 2010, a 7.2 Magnitude earthquake 
devastated Haiti, the poorest country in Latin America. 
The number of deaths caused by the earthquake varied 
between 150,000 and 300,000 fatalities. 

CADENA led a group of four dentists, five doctors 
and two logistics specialists, offering more than 700 
consultations to assist the largely orphaned child 
population. 

On its second mission, CADENA delivered food, water, 
medicine, cots, light generators, mosquito nets for cribs, 
televisions, and toys; benefiting more than 700 people. 

2010

2016

HAITI 

Hurricane Matthew was categorized as the strongest 
storm affecting the Caribbean since the year 2007. Its 
winds affected the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Cuba. 
CADENA carried out two missions in support of Haiti, 
which consisted of the following: 

GoTeam – We worked together with the United 
Nations on an assignment to rescue the residents of 
Les Cayes, a small village 4 hours away from Port-au-
Prince. We toured the community to assess the damage 
and delivered solar lamps, water filters, and Procter & 
Gamble water purifiers. We then talked amongst the 
people of the community, carried out activities for them 
and delivered sweets to the children. 

“Hand in Hand”- We first visited Les Cayes and then 
advanced towards the villages of Jaboin, Monville, Saint 
Jean Du Sud, Torbek and Manille. We delivered water 
filters and solar lamps to these communities, as well as 
anti-dehydration serum and medication to fight Cholera. 
Medical and psychological consultations were available 
to those in need. 

CADENA International is currently involved in a special 
program dedicated to restore and revive the economy 
of 160 families in Jaboin; providing them with roofs, 
agricultural tools, farm animals, kitchen utensils, hygiene 
kits, blankets, school supplies, medical consultations 
and psychological support. 

March
Advanced Mission to Jaboin, Chantall to assess needs. 
After our humanitarian aid mission in 2016 to Haiti 
because of Hurricane Mathew we committed ourselves 
to helping the Jaboin community rebuild their lives. In 
this advance mission we met with community leaders 
and community members to assess the situation, gather 
more information, and get a more comprehensive 
understanding of their needs. The Jaboin Community 
consisted of 130 families.

June
In this mission we returned to the community of Jaboin, 
Chantall with complete food pantries that were collected 
in local Jewish schools in Miami by CADENA.  In this 
mission we delivered 80 food pantries and 106 blankets 
within the duration of two months. Furthermore, we 
were able to provide 48 medical consultations and work 
in community schools with resilience books.

Peru
The Natural phenomenon of El Niño Costero generated 
heavy rains since January causing heavy flooding, 
landfalls and other phenomena like high winds, hail and 
electric storms in different parts of the country. 

Since February, the northern coast of the country 
(Lambayeque, Piura, Cajamarca, Tumbes) had the 
greatest negative impacts, along with Ica, Huancavelica 
and Lima on the central mountain range.  The report 
of victims and damages as documented by the COEN 
recorded 106 dead, 18 disappeared, 364 injured, more 
than 163,000 victims, about one million affected and 
about 215,000 houses damaged. 

Due to this situation, our GoTeam, along with 
psychologists and logistic specialists traveled to Peru to 
help the people affected by the rains, and once again 
give a hand to those who needed it most. The people 
affected in the Carapongo region were assisted with 
water filters and medical and psychological consultations 

12  Global report
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In 2011, Kenya was struck by famine. This was caused 
by “the worst drought in 60 years” in the Horn of Africa, 
killing thousands of children and putting many people at 
risk. 

CADENA brought aid to the people of Turkana in northern 
Kenya. Volunteers from all over the world helped deliver 
all the necessary supplies and above all, gave hope 
for a better world. Over 20,000 people benefited from 
this aid, which included 40 tons of food consisting of 
oil, flour, beans, and rice. In addition, medication and 
medical consults were also offered.

Kenya

CHILE
The great fire of Valparaiso is considered the largest 
urban fire in the history of Chile, leaving more than 2,900 
homes destroyed, 12,500 people affected, 15 fatalities 
and more than 500 wounded. 

After contacting the Jewish community of Chile, and 
realizing that they had already begun leading the efforts 
to gather all necessary supplies for the victims; Joanne 
Joloy, member of our rescue team, worked on behalf of 
CADENA offering logistical support. 

"We arrived at the Jewish Community School directly 
from the airport, where a collection center had been 
created. All donations were categorized and were loaded 
onto trucks. The items included food, clothes, toiletry 
bags and blankets. During the course of two days, we 
traveled uphill on foot to examine the affected area, the 
amount of damage and the possibility of reconstruction, 
while the Jewish community delivered the items they 
had collected." 

On October 23, 2011 13:41 local time, an earthquake 
with a magnitude of 7.4, struck eastern Turkey near the 
city of Van.

The areas most affected were the central region and part 
of eastern Turkey, where it is estimated that there were 
604 fatalities, over 1000 missing and 1300 injured. 

CADENA’s rescue team searched desperately for 
survivors amongst the rubble in the city of Ercis, Turkey. 

Turkey

An intense drought hit the region of Turkana, where our 
exceptional team of volunteers distributed aid.

Before the multiple deliveries, we sensitized our team 
about the cultural groups of the region and the difficulties 
they faced.

We worked in 5 communities, distributing basic food 
pantries consisting of beans, rice, corn flour and 
vegetable oil to each family. Furtheremore, we provided 
medical consultations, in which we detected and treated 
numerous cases derived from the drought, such as 
diarrhea, malnutrition, dehydration, lung infections, skin 
infections and tuberculosis.

Last but not least, we built a playground with recycled 
tires in a school and made chairs for students made of 
plastic bottles.

2011

2017
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Severe Tropical Cyclone Pam hit Vanuatu on March 
12th, 2015 with packing wind gusts of up to 320 km/
hr. Recognized as one of the strongest cyclones in 
the history of this Republic, it impacted over 132,000 
people, of which 54,000 were children. 

CADENA decided to join the cause. Our travel involved 
three commercial flights, one private plane flight, two 
days shipwrecked on an island due to bad weather and 
finally a four-hour journey on a cargo ship in order to 
reach Tongoa Island, where our Isra-AID brothers were 
waiting for us. 

In Tongoa Island, we delivered 200 water filters to 
schools, churches and health centers, replacing all the 
water tanks that were damaged. Medical consultations 
were offered and many of the wounded inhabitants 
received medical treatment for infections. 

Vanuatu

The earthquake of April 2015 Nepal was of a magnitude 
7.8 on the Richter Scale. Its epicenter was east of 
Gorkha and was the worst natural disaster to strike 
Nepal since the 1934 Nepal- Bihar earthquake. The 
estimated number of victims exceeded 7,000 with 
extensive damage. 

After the earthquake, CADENA responded to their call 
for help with an Advanced Rescue Brigade by bringing in 
four types of conveyor equipment, hand maneuvered  by 
rescue teams from Israel, France, and Norway. Together 
they rescued a woman who had been under rubble for 
over six days. 

One of Nepal’s greatest needs was drinking water. The 
Brigade brought in 200 water filters for distribution and 
installation, aiding over 40,230 inhabitants. On their 
second mission, they continued to work "Hand in Hand" 
helping families who had lost everything and were in 
desperate need.  CADENA came in with three Rescue 
Team members to deliver family pantry kits. 

Nepal

GUATEMALA
2012
The 2012 Guatemala earthquake occurred on 
November 7 at 10:35:47 local time. The shock had a 
moment magnitude of 7.4, the strongest earthquake 
ever recorded in Guatemalan history.

A group of CADENA volunteers traveled directly to the 
Army Command Center in San Marcos. San Marcos 
was the city most affected by that earthquake. 

We accompanied a group called "The Moles of Mexico" 
to a landslide area where a part of a hill and street had 
become rubble. Our mission was to search for survivors. 
Other CADENA volunteers, including two doctors visited 
some of the shelters offering assistance. 

2015
Five communities in the Department of Izabal, Guatemala, 
were badly affected by heavy rains and floods causing 
140 families and approximately 672 people to lose their 
homes and farmlands. The inhabitants were forced to 
leave their homes and relocate to the Bongo community. 

Because of its distance from the emergency site, this 
crisis did not draw attention from the Guatemalan 
authorities. CADENA Guatemala managed to collect and 
deliver basic food pantries, blankets, school supplies, 
and toys for the children. 

Tropical Storm Earl hit Guatemala with rains in the 
northern section of the country, overflowing rivers and 
creating landslides.  In the city of Petén, 466 inhabitants 
were affected, 351 evacuees, 246 placed in shelters, 1 
wounded, and 89 homes suffered mild, moderate and 
severe damage. 

CADENA Guatemala, CADENA International and 
CADENA Mexico undertook a 7-hour journey to reach 
the affected communities and help with food pantries, 
water filters, and medical consultations. 

2016

2017
Due to heavy rains in the Sayaxché area in Petén, 
CADENA Guatemala in alliance with the Jewish 
Community (Tzedaka Committee) and Castillo Cordova 
Foundation, delivered pantries, blankets, personal 
hygiene, helping 424 families (2,544 people).
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"Hurricane Earl" made landfall as a Category 1 hurricane 
near the capital of Belize. It left the area without electricity, 
buildings without ceilings, fallen electrical wires, fallen 
trees, and flooding. 

We carried out our first “Hand in Hand” delivery to Belize 
with six volunteers from CADENA International and 
CADENA Mexico. 

The volunteers delivered food pantries, tableware, 
pillows, blankets, portable stoves, radios, and offered 
medical consultations to the people in need. 

belize

CADENA sent four brigades in response to the emergency 
in Ecuador because of the earthquake in 2016.
 
Brigades 1 & 2: These brigades included a team of 
rescuers, paramedics and doctors that were equipped 
with a search dog (Enzo), LifeLocator (a device that is 
able to detect heartbeat 10 meters deep under rubble), 
water filters, medicines, and psychological care. A team 
of Ecuadorian fire fighters located and removed a person 
trapped in the rubble with the help of our equipment. 

Brigade 3: A team consisting of doctors, psychologists 
and volunteers, equipped with water filters, emergency 
solar lamps, and children's books addressing 
psychological resilience and post-traumatic stress 
disorder, traveled to the site to offer their expertise. 

Brigade 4: A team formed by CADENA volunteers 
delivered construction materials in order to build 10 
shelters; they also distributed 400 school kits, 400 
resiliency books used to assist children in dealing with 
their tragedy in a healthy way, 15,000 pieces of tableware 
delivered to rural regions, and 60 water filters for 5 
shelters that provided drinking water to approximately 
6,000 people. 

ecuador Puerto Rico
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October 2017
•After Hurricanes Irma and María, the island of Puerto Rico 
was immensely affected. The first mission to Puerto Rico 
was an advanced mission, in which our team traveled to the 
island to collect information and do a thorough assessment 
of the affected communities and their needs.

• Strategic contacts were established with the Jewish 
community of Puerto Rico, the Director of Hacienda and 
the Director of Customs on the island, so that aid could 
enter quickly and without obstacles. The local municipality 
of Toa Baja was also contacted so that we could work in 
their communities.

• At the same time, a small joint mission was carried out 
with the JCC Puerto Rico to the community of Loiza, where 
1 ton of medicine and personal hygiene items collected in 
local Jewish schools in Miami were delivered and sent by 
private plane to the island.
 
October 2017
• After the advanced mission where an assessment was 
conducted, Cadena International coordinated with the 
Jewish community in Cancun to purchase 50 tons of 
humanitarian aid scheduled to leave on a donated 127 foot 
private yacht from Cancun.

• Due to bad weather, the yacht was delayed and the 
volunteers collaborated with PACIIV organization. Together, 
volunteers traveled by helicopter to remote villages and 
helped install generators for people with medical conditions 
that needed electricity to survive. They were able to help in 

public kitchens to prepare food for those who needed it, 
and worked with social workers of the municipality of Toa 
Baja to assess the mental and physcial state of the families. 
 
November 2017
• We decided to work with the Municipality of Toa Baja, 
which was not only affected by Irma and Maria, but also by 
the overflow of the local dam, Lake La Plata, which caused 
up to 25 feet of flooding inside homes.

• During this mission, the 50 tons of humanitarian aid that 
came via yacht from Cancun was delivered. In total, we 
delivered 2998 food pantries, 600 portable gas stoves, 
1,000 solar lamps, 1000 battery packs, and 1000 boxes 
of diapers for different ages to the communities of Toabille.
• We donated the other 500 water filters to the PACIIV team, 
which were then trained to install in remote communities.
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Colombia
At dawn on April 1st 2017, the overflow of several rivers 
buried Mocoa, Putumayo’s capital, under mud, stones, 
and sticks. 

Due to the mudslide, there were 290 deaths, 332 
injured, and 2800 victims in 5 shelters that are already 
being assisted by the Colombian army and other NGO’s 
like CADENA. 

Our emergency team arrived in Mocoa, and installed 
water filters in strategic areas, such as shelters and 
hospitals, so that the entire community could have 
access to drinking water and avoid diseases and 
dehydration. They trained teachers, tutors and NGOs 
to give psychological workshops to all affected children, 
using our resiliency books, a book with pictures and 
coloring sheets which guide children to understand their 
situation and express their emotions in a positive way. 

During this mission we joined efforts with the 
Confederation of Jewish Communities in Bogotá to be 
able to operate “Hand in Hand” with Mocoa. 

Mexico
September 7, 2017
An 8.2 earthquake on the Richter scale, with an epicenter 
in Pijijiapan, Chiapas, hit the southern and central part of 
the country. 102 people lost their lives and thousands 
of families lost their homes in Chiapas, Tabasco and 
369 people lost their lives as more than 40 buildings 
collapsed in all 6 states, leaving millions of victims.

September 19, 2017
32 years after the earthquake of 1985, a 7.1 earthquake 
on the Richter scale, with an epicenter on the border 
between Puebla and Morelos, struck Mexico City, 
Morelos, Puebla, Edo. Mex., Chiapas and Oaxaca.
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Typhoon Haiyan was one of the most intense tropical 
cyclones on record, which devastated portions of 
Southeast Asia, particularly the Philippines. Over 6,100 
people died in the Philippines alone. 

CADENA travelled to Cebu City to help 10,000 families 
(50,000 outlets), by distributing over 500 water filters 
throughout the city.

Philippines

Miahualtan, Oaxaca- June 6
Several communities affected by the passage of tropical 
storm Beatriz were cut off by the damage.

Our GoTeam brigade went to the area to explore and 
evaluate the situation. Furthermore, they installed water 
filters and trained the population on the fitler's use and 
maintenance.

 
Miahualtan, Oaxaca 2nd mission - June 14
The passage of the tropical storm Beatriz left many 
people affected in the Oaxaca area and hundreds of 
isolated villages because of heavy rains and landslides. 
With the assessment made by the  GoTeam and  funding 
provided by the Start Network,  we were able to send 
volunteers from the Ten CADENA Center to distribute 
blankets, water filters, personal hygiene kits, and food 
pantries to the affected communities.
 
Los Cabos, B.C.S.- September 1
In partnership with Koral Center, we identified the areas 
affected by Tropical Storm Lydia and provided them with 
food pantries.
In a second mission, thanks to the joint work of 
Grupo Acumi, we were able to carry out a medical 
and psychological brigade, in which we also delivered 
mattresses, clothes, food, water filters and kitchen kits.
The mission were made possible with funding provided 
by the Start Network.
 
Tonala, Chiapas – September 7
97 municipalities in Chiapas were affected by the 
September earthquake, mainly Villa Ores, Villa Corzo 
and Jiquipilas.

We brought psychologists, doctors and dentists to 
these communities in order to treat the people affected. 
Furthermore, with the funding made possible by the 
Start Network, we were able to distribute water filters 
and train the community on their maintenance and install 
temporary shelters for people who lost their homes.
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Strategic Alliances
& international 
congresses

22  Global report

In 2016, with the professionalization and expansion of CADENA, we generated new partnerships that allowed us to execute our 
missions more effectively and reduce costs to achieve it. 
These are alliances that CADENA generated in 2017:

Structure: Association 
Reach: National 
Mission: To mobilize human and 
financial resources to meet the 
needy, to strengthen Jewish life and 
to promote unity, values and the 
shared purpose of the Jewish people 
in Miami, Israel and around the world. 
Benefits of the alliance: In 
cooperation with the Jewish 
Federations of North America 
(before UJC and UJA) and working 
in partnership with a network of 
local agencies and both national and 
international charity programs, we 
have access to countless lives each 
year.

Structure: NGO
Reach: International
Mission: To provide a shared 
platform to promote “global Jewish 
service” – volunteering and service 
learning, international development, 
and social justice advocacy – by 
convening the field, connecting 
people, and communicating about 
the work.
Benefits of the alliance: build 
connections between partner 
organizations to facilitate learning and 
strengthen the fieldwork, creating a 
greater impact on the ground.

Structure: Association
Reach: International
Mission: It is dedicated to the 
enrichment of Jewish life and 
fosters the spiritual, emotional 
and physical development of its 
members throughout all stages and 
circumstances of life.
Benefits of the alliance: As the 
center of the Jewish community, 
we are committed to improving the 
quality of life in the community we 
serve. Our members are the direct 
beneficiaries of that commitment.
 

Alliances

Structure: Network of 39 NGO’S 
Reach: International 
Mission: To be innovators in 
humanitarian aid. To be able to fill 
in gaps, where needed, on a global 
level. 
Benefits of the alliance: We are 
the first members from Latin America 
and Benjamin Laniado, President of 
CADENA, is a member of the Board 
of Trustees, the governing body of 
Start Network.

Structure: A division of the secretariat 
of United Nations, which oversees the 
implementation of the International 
Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
Reach: International 
Mission: Facilitate and mobilize 
resources at the national, regional and 
international levels of the actors of the 
International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction
Benefits of the alliance: UNISDR 
establishes alliances and applies a 
global approach to disaster reduction. 

Structure: NGO
Reach: Latin-America & the 
Caribbean 
Mission: to increase the impact of 
humanitarian actions in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, through the 
coordination of humanitarian actors, 
in support of public institutions 
and civil society for the benefit of 
vulnerable people
Benefits of the alliance: 
interrelationship with about 30 
members including permanent 
guests, special guests and 
permanent members who, together 
with agencies of the United Nations 
System, the International Red Cross 
Movement, non-governmental 
organizations and donors, coordinate 
humanitarian actions In Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

Structure: NGO
Reach: International 
Mission: helping people all over 
the world overcome extreme crises 
and has provided millions with the 
vital support needed to move from 
destruction to reconstruction, and 
eventually, to sustainable living.
Benefits of the alliance: partnership 
that can ensure further help to people 
in need since the organization shares 
similar values and ideals to CADENA 
. 

Reach: International 
Mission: A body responsible to 
the United Nations for promoting 
universal principles of social 
responsibility to all organizations and 
companies. 
Benefits of the alliance: CADENA 
joined the Global Compact to 
comply with the internal principles 
and promote them toward its 
partners. We also added ourselves 
to the objectives of sustainable 
development 2030.

Structure: NGOS 
Reach: International 
Mission: It is an international 
development program that operates 
volunteer centers in developing areas. 
Benefits of the alliance: participants 
explore their personal and communal 
identities in order to have a greater 
understanding of the populations 
that we serve. Our goal is to recruit 
more volunteers for future CADENA 
missions.

Structure: NGO
Reach: International
Mission: It connects organizations of 
humanitarian aid with airlines for the 
volunteers' trips and the deliveries.
Benefits of the alliance: We will 
lessen the cost of logistics and 
transport in reaching crisis areas.

Structure: Extensive collaboration 
of international development 
organizations, United Nations 
agencies, academic institutions and 
religious bodies. 
Reach: International 
Mission: to build intersectoral, 
multi-religious, interdisciplinary and 
collaborative learning platforms. To 
research data on the capabilities,  
activities and contributions of religious 
groups. 
Benefits of the alliance: JLI works 
through learning centers, publications 
and conferences to fully involve the 
capabilities and assets of the faith 
groups to make a poverty free world.

Structure: NGO 
Reach: International 
Mission: A Jewish humanitarian 
organization that helps Jewish 
communities around the world 
through its social welfare coverage. 
The organization also funds 
humanitarian projects aimed at non-
Jewish communities.
Benefits of the alliance: With your 
support we are able to create lasting 
connections with Jewish and non-
Jewish life and provide immediate 
relief to victims of natural disasters.

Structure: NGO
Reach: International 
Mission: Natan- International 
Humanitarian Aid is as a network 
of Israeli humanitarian disaster 
relief organizations and civil society 
organizations working together 
to assist communities facing 
humanitarian crisis and disasters.
Benefits of the alliance: partnership 
that can ensure further help to people 
in need since the organization shares 
similar values and ideals to CADENA

Structure: NGO
Reach: International
Mission: The Rescue Global mission 
is to save life. Empowering and 
enabling the world’s most vulnerable 
nations, contributing to truly global, 
multi-sector resilience for all.
Benefit of the Alliance: Partnering 
in order to increase national and 
organisational resilience before, 
during, and after disasters
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EMERGENCY
PROJECTS
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CADENA Challenge in Africa
Four outstanding members of CADENA competed at the Kinetic 
Events Africa, together with Expedition Africa, to raise funds and raise 
awareness amongst the community about humanitarian aid.

Participation at UN
We were present at the UN in New York for the high dialogue involving 
"Building Sustainable Peace for All". The discourse amongst countries, 
organizations and individuals was that the only possibility to build lasting 
peace for all is through sustainable development, equality of economic 

opportunities and protection of human rights.

Clinic in Greece
In partnership with NATAN, we set up a medical, dental and 
psychological clinic for the 60,000 Syrian refugees trapped in Greece 

by the closure of borders in the European Union.

Start Network Assembly
There were two Start Network Assemblies this year. The first assembly 
was held in May, in London, where the idea of a spin-off of the Start 

Network was presented and discussed. 
The second assembly was held in The Hague, Netherlands, where 
we reviewed the START EVOLVE proposal, a project to evolve the 
Start Network into a faster, more direct, and less decentralized way of 

implementing aid in the humanitarian world.

Presentation in IPRED ISRAEL
Together with organizations from Japan and Nepal, Cadena Israel 
presented our work at the IPRED Forum - International Conference 
on Preparedness and Response to Emergencies and Disasters, in 
Jerusalem, Israel. With professionals from more than 30 countries, 
we share the latest findings and new experiences in the preparation 
of different disaster response systems and emergencies of all kinds, 
highlighting the important and fundamental work played by non-

governmental organizations in times of emergency.

congresses

Presentation CADENA in Turkana
Fulfilling our values of helping, educating and spreading the word, 
we presented our mission in Kenya to all collaborators, donors and 
volunteers. The volunteers expressed their thoughts, findings and 

experiences about the mission.  
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CADENA strives to reach all areas of the world that have 
been affected by a disaster. 

CADENA’s Rescue Team (GoTeam) is the first to arrive at 
an emergency site to assess the needs and assist in the 
mobilization of communities outside the risk areas. 

The GoTeam, trained in Israel, is composed of 24 active 
members who are trained to perform all type of rescue 
(aquatic, heights, confined spaces, fire, among others). 

GO TEam

HAND IN HAND
humanitarian aid missions
In vulnerable communities affected by natural disasters 
and emergencies, CADENA delivers basic necessities to 
the people in need. With every “Hand in Hand” delivery 
mission, CADENA brings doctors, psychologists and 
dentists who offer free consults to those who need it 
and volunteers who distribute the items that have been 
collected. 

The volunteers on Humanitarian “Hand in Hand” missions 
also lead workshops, entertain children and assist the 
communities in other ways that meet their needs. 

Beyond material goods, CADENA represents a gesture 
of brotherhood and hope to all they assist. 

Dental and Medical Consultations
A medical and dental team is brought to treat individuals 
who are in need of service, always respecting their 
personal space. Each physician is diligent in taking a 
patient's medical history as they prescribe medications 
when needed and give out medications if available and 
appropriate. 

One on One Health 
Although doctors provide consultations to patients, it is 
sometimes necessary to take those patients to a nearby 
hospital for a specific type of surgery or intervention. 
CADENA shares partnerships with hospitals, NGO'S, 
and associations dedicated to specific causes or 
diseases, and is able to channel each health issues One 
by One. Whenever necessary they can to move a patient 
to a city or to a hospital where they can receive proper 
treatment. 

Mental HEALTH/
Medical Health

During  “Hand in Hand” missions, CADENA provides 
medical, dental and psychological consultations to 
people in need.

Resilience Psychological Program
This program is designed to serve communities who 
have experienced natural disasters and other traumas. 
Often people develop post-traumatic stress syndrome, 
which if not treated in time, can generate problems in 
the future. 

In addition to performing medical work during crisis 
intervention, first aid and psychological support, 
CADENA, in conjunction with the Israeli Center for 
Psychiatric trauma, developed a book on resiliency for 
children which is used as a tool to help increase resilience 
in children, including a sense of security, social support, 
coping skills, and hope. 

When medical care 
should specialize
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Delivery Objectives
• To carry the greatest amount of basic supplies to 
communities in distress in an orderly and uniform manner.  

• To offer medical, dental and psychological consults in 
marginalized rural areas who do not have these services 
available on a daily basis.

• To offer educational and recreational activities to 
children. 

• To offer prevention workshops to adults and children. 

• To maintain a record of the distribution of goods.  

• To be aware of the diseases in the area. 
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Education
Projects
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CADENA Young is a summer camp that encourages its 
campers to learn about the effects of natural phenomena. 

They participate in leadership activities and are 
encouraged to participate in Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world). They go to workshops relating to rescue and first 
aid, a day of survival, extreme sports, and knotting skills.

Throughout the year, there are activities available to 
campers promoting CADENA’s values and rescue skills. 

cadena young

Youth emergency action group. 

CADENA club

Cadena Club is a group of High School students who 
support the ideas of CADENA by educating and creating 
awareness within their schools about the challenges of 
natural disasters. 

The young volunteers collect donations and also 
participate in "Hand in hand" deliveries to communities 
affected by said disasters. 
 

CADENA’s Professionalization of Young Minds

CADENA Initiative

CADENA Initiative is a Social Entrepreneurship Contest 
in which Middle School students aim to streamline and 
revolutionize disaster preparedness and response. 

Their task is to come up with innovative ideas that can be 
transformed into actual solutions to offer support to the 
most vulnerable communities around the globe - before, 
during, and after a natural disaster. 

CADENA is committed to carrying out the winning
project in one of its missions/activities and involving the 
team in such a mission/activity. 

In 2014, Carton to Roof was a winning CADENA Initiative 
project. 

This idea originated in the minds of three young High 
School students, in which Tetrapack containers go 
through a recycling process, creating thermal and 
waterproof sheets for the replacement of failing rooftops. 

This project not only aids families whose homes have 
been impacted by natural disasters, but it also reduces 
the environmental impact caused by waste from 
Tetrapaks and educates the community about recycling, 
sustainability and humanitarian aid. 

toROOF
cartoon
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Rescue Course
This is a two-month course in Israel at a first rated facility 
offered to High School graduates, so they can become 
certified in rescue and leadership techniques in crisis 
situations. 

Those who complete the training can become part of 
the "Go-Team." At the end of the course, students are 
experts in: 

Rescue in rubble

Height rescue
And strings

Rescue in water

First aid

Intense and professional training

The young people who participate in this course become 
qualified to be first responders to a disaster. They are 
eligible to become Go-Team members (CADENA rescue 
team). PREVENTION

program

Rescuing our value

32  Global report www.cadena.ngo  33



34  Global report www.cadena.ngo  35

prevention area

Project in partnership with:

Is an ambitious project whose goal is to reduce risks and create community 
resilience. Once completed, these communities will be prepared to confront 
a crisis independently. 

The idea is that this project will teach them how to set successful action 
plans into place and organize themselves in a way for them to counteract 
and minimize the adverse effect of this phenomena. 

CADENA seeks to achieve this through two tools: The “MARES Community 
Diagnosis” and the establishment of community brigades for civil protection. 

Resilient Communities:
Resilience Brigades

CADENA aims to foster resilience, community capability to overcome adversity, and the reduction of risks associated 
with disasters and emergencies. I

t is crucial to support the most vulnerable individuals and communities in the face of disasters so that they can cope 
with adversity on their own and improve their quality of life. 

Ten CADENA Center
Oaxaca, Mexico

Water scarcity is not only a natural phenomenon but it 
is also caused by the actions of humanity. The capacity 
to cope with natural disasters is built from the basic 
needs of people. More than 1.2 Billion people in 43 
different countries suffer from shortages of potable water 
throughout the world. The consumption of dirty water 
generates intestinal diseases that are potentially life-
threatening, especially in children and the elderly. 

Sawyer water filters are active carbon devices that are 
easy to carry, install and use. They have the capacity 
to filter up to 800 liters of water per day, if properly 
maintained for up to 5 years. When a natural disaster 
strikes, CADENA delivers, installs, and trains community 
leaders on the correct use of these filters. In this way 
CADENA helps to improve the quality of life of the 
neediest and supports the construction of resilience in 
communities facing natural disasters. Drinking water is 
the first step in building community resilience. 

Water for the World:
Water Filters

TEN-CADENA is a network of Jewish social activism 
for young people committed to social change. During 
three months of volunteering, young people provide 
assistance and training to underserved communities, 
combining volunteer work and studies.

The Center is a combined effort toward prevention by 
CADENA and TEN, a Jewish Agency project, and is 
located in the municipality of Pluma Hidalgo, Oaxaca. It 
was established in 2013 post Hurricane Charlotte, when 
the area was severely hit. 

The Center’s location was established with the idea of 
taking preventive measures to reduce the impact of a 
natural disaster on the local community, as well as to 
increase the ability to recover after being hit. Therefore, 
the vision of the Center is to build resilience (the ability to 
overcome a disaster). 

To achieve this objective, there are several health, 
education and agriculture projects being developed by 
the volunteers who come to the Center. 
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CADENA'S 
INTERNATIONAL EXPANSION

36  Global report



38  Global report www.cadena.ngo  39

or know someone from another country who might 
be interested in participating, please contact us and 
together we will work to ensure that CADENA continues 
to expand and fulfill its mission of Tikkun Olam. 

SPREADING OUR WINGS...
The idea of expansion began in 2015, with the end goal 
of offering greater and more efficient humanitarian aid 
from the Jewish communities in Latin America countries 
and other countries around the world. 

This strategy, in addition to helping expand CADENA’s 
humanitarian aid range of action, also strengthens a 
National Jewish identity and the sense of belonging to 
one’s local community. 

Participation in local CADENA programs assists the 
creation of a positive image in the local community and 
the Jewish Community globally. 

Jewish Community participation in these programs 
gives tangible signs of social responsibility, as well as 
a commitment to the welfare of the world and its most 
vulnerable populations. 

To date, CADENA has expanded from Mexico to Miami, 
Israel, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panama and San Diego 
with offices in emergency and/or educational hubs. In 
order to ensure a successful expansion, we must enlist 
more Jewish people whose religious and humanitarian 
values will inspire them to work for the cause. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of CADENA 

Where 
are we?
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Mexico
Being our first and main office, it is always full of progress 
and new challenges in adding success and raising awareness 
about what we should do as a team. 

With 13 years of working experience, the office in Mexico is 
our role model in leading by example when it comes to the 
main projects of CADENA (emergencies, education, and 
prevention. 

CADENA Mexico will continue to think, plan and execute 
projects to improve the lives of all those in need. 

MIAMI
CADENA Miami or CADENA Foundation, was created with the 
purpose of leading international emergency relief and focusing 
on the international expansion of CADENA. Since its opening 
in May 2016, CADENA has now legal non-profit status, a board 
of directors, and education and fundraising committees. 

Up until now, they carried out the first CADENA Initiative Ideas 
Contest in Miami, with the participation of 48 projects from 
129 students from 4 schools, and CADENA Club was opened 
in 3 schools with 32 students. 

Furthermore, CADENA International has led 7 International 
humanitarian aid missions in Haiti after Hurricane Matthew, 
Kenya due to drought; Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Maria.

CADENA International will continue toward working on 
expansion, leading international emergencies when needed, 
and spreading their educational programs through the Jewish 
community.

San Diego
CADENA San Diego began the process of opening in 2016. 
As of today, there has been a board of directors set in place, 
and they have begun to focus their efforts on expanding the 
education programs were they can teach young Jewish minds 
the importance of Tikkun Olam and how to become better 
Jews and better human beings. 

CADENA San Diego will continue with the educational 
programs and the commitment of making them a reality and a 
success in the near future. 

HUMANITARIAN AID FOR EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS

COSTA RICA
CADENA Costa Rica was born on late 2016 after Hurricane 
Otto affected the city of Upala and its people. Until now, 
CADENA Costa Rica has established a board of directors and 
the committees of education, fundraising, and communication. 

They have led two missions with the help of CADENA 
International and have built strategic alliances with government 
entities to support the Upala region on a permanent basis. 
Furthermore, they have led their first workshop that offered 
courses in first aid, emergency response, and other topics 
relating to humanitarian aid and being socially responsible.
 
CADENA Costa Rica will continue towards helping people 
in need inside the country and establishing the education 
programs throough the Jewish youth in the area.

Chile

GUATEMALA
CADENA Guatemala was opened in 2016 for the purpose of 
helping communities in the area prone to natural disasters. 

Until now, CADENA Guatemala has established a board of 
directors and has been able to engage volunteers from the 
Jewish community to participate in the 3 humanitarian aid 
missions that it has led with the help of CADENA Mexico in 
2012 after the earthquake, their mission in 2015 after the 
heavy rains, and the help of CADENA International in 2016 
after Hurricane Earl. 

They established a board of directors to involve volunteers 
from the Jewish community in the preparation of their missions 
and performed a humanitarian aid mission for people in need 
within the country.

CADENA Chile was opened in 2017 for the purpose of helping 
communities in the area prone to disasters.

A country that constantly suffers from earthquakes and fires, 
took a big step in 2017 by having its official kick off of Cadena 
Chile. It has team of volunteers in charge of the work places 
and programs, and they’re now forming their board.

There are 3 schools preparing their projects to compete in 
Cadena initiative in 2018.

The coordinator of emergencies is present on Start Network’s 
meetings.
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Israel

South africa

CADENA Israel was created in 2016 when our CEO Benjamin 
Laniado relocated to Israel in order to make it a reality. It not 
only focused on disasters and serves people displaced by 
conflicts in neighboring countries, but also on the educational 
programs in order to create awareness of the humanitarian 
cause, and teach young Jewish minds the importance of 
Tikkun Olam.

They created an alliance with NATAN organization, the Israeli 
Center for Psychotrauma and established a medical, dental 
and psychological clinic in Chios, Greece, for Syrian refugees. 
CADENA Israel will continue towards helping people in need 
inside the country and along its surrounding areas while 
spreading the education programs through the Jewish youth 
in the area. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY OF SOUTH

 

AFRICA

CADENA South Africa began the process of opening. 

Up until now, there has been a board of directors set in place, 
and it has been decided that they will begin to focus their efforts 
in the area of education, where they will teach young Jewish 
minds the importance of Tikkun Olam, how they can become 
better Jews, and most of all, admirable human beings.

Also, they strategically plan missions of humanitarian help due 
to droughts. By being in a continent with constant need of 
help, their work place is carefully placed in the map so that 
they can take care of certain needs.

Our plans for the future 
Upcoming Openings
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cadena foundation

CADENAFoundation

Tax deductible Donations

ABA:
267084131

Beneficiary: Cadena Foundation

Address: 
2719 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood FL 33020

Bank: Chase JP Morgan
Ban #: 

00 00 00 871 990 391

EIN: 
81-2702562

@cadena-Foundation

info@cadena.ngo


