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Youth Aspire Development Trust is in its first year of implementation of the “Promotion of Healhier Life choices for youth in Churches Project.” The project is being implemented in both Zengeza and Seke respectively. The project seeks to improve the livelihoods of young people in the district by removing barriers that make them fail to access SRHR services and education which is exacerbated by harmful cultural practices. This write up presents a progress made in the implementation of a number of activities in Chitungwiza . These activities have helped in contributing towards meeting the goal and objectives of the project have been implemented. These include:

I.  Held discussion groups for girls on SRHR in churches 
YADT established girls-only clubs in the churches where the project is being implemented. Initially, the plan is to ensure that these clubs to be avenues where girls can discuss various SRHR and education issues which hamper their realization of accessible SRHR and education services. YADT established three clubs in three Churches where the project is being implemented were created and the clubs named their clubs with names of their own choice. Each clubs has an average number of 20 members and they meet once per week on a day which they agree upon according to their rules and regulations.

2. Trained 20 young people as Peer Educators on SRHR.
YADT is striving to ensure that the Church environment is supportive to the girl child as she tries to pursue quality education. One strategy it is using to achieve this is the implementation of the Peer Support Model. This is a model which YADT adopted was just testing it to see how it will work for Chitungwiza context. As such, in May 2016, girls were trained to be peer educators/supporters to their peers in their churches where this project is being implemented. Considering the role which boys can make as change agents, YADT also included boys in the training so that they act as peer educators/supporters in the churches. The training focused on how the peer educators can be supportive to their peers to ensure that they offer the needed support to their peers in the areas of education, sexuality and lead their peers towards positive behavior change.

3. Trained 55 young people on STI prevention
YADT in May 2016, conducted one day training workshop on STI Prevention which targeted youths from Zengeza 3 AFM Church. The main aim of the training was to train young people on how they can prevent contracting STIs and also where to seek treatment.. As a result, 55 young people were trained in STI prevention.

The teachers were guided through differentiating definition of the terms gender and sex and other gender related topics. This was due to the fact that society tends to divide chores or roles by being gender biased. However, it was made clear that there is a need to integrate gender in whatever we do to ensure that girls are given an equal chance as that of boys to attain their education but also access SRHR services.

4. Conducted 2 Youth in churches Sports Galas

Youth Aspire Development Trust (YADT) with support from the National AIDS Council (NAC) organised and facilitated 2 Youth Education Through Sport tournament for young people from various denominations. Objective of the tournaments was to educate, engage and empower young people on their Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights as well as raise HIV and AIDS awareness within the young people.The first was held at Nyatsime College on 11 June 2016 and a total of 323 young people participated at the event from 9 United Methodist Church assemblies . The 2nd Tournament was held at Seke 6 High school and a total of 331 from 8 different churches namely AFM, ZAOGA, Baptist, United Methodist Church and Salvation Army graced the tournament . There was awareness on Male circumcision by PSI and HIV testing booth for young people to access services. 

5. Women in Business Training 

YADT in partnership with The African Women Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP) trained a total of 66 young women in business skills and business management under the WeTrade Project . Young women between the ages of 20-35years where trained between the 3rd of June to 17TH of June 2016. The project is still ongoing as it seeks to train a total of 150 young women in churches who are in business.
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