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WORKING TOGETHER FOR
EDUCATION IN DADAAB, KENYA
In the Dadaab refugee camp for Somalis in Kenya, 
UNHCR runs primary schools for the refugee children. 
The enrollment rate was less than 40% due to a 
cultural preference for families to send their children 
to the informal religious schools, called Duksis. The 
privately run Duksis teach Islamic studies, Qur’an and 
Arabic, but no secular education. 

Islamic Relief piloted an initiative to integrate five 
Duksi schools with the Kenyan national curriculum in 
addition to the Duksi education they received. Local 
staff met with imams and other community leaders to 
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explain the new initiative, and the imams then helped 
promote it in their communities. 

During the pilot, enrollment jumped to 80%, and many 
children from other Duksis wanted to start attending 
the integrated facilities due to the new curriculum that 
was being taught. After implementation, they found 
widespread community support and great demand to 
expand this approach to other Duksis.
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The partnership between UNHCR, Islamic Relief, the Kenyan 
government, and local community leaders was essential for this 
program’s success, ultimately benefiting the refugee children.

• UNHCR’s schools and funding provided a structured 
foundation for the program.  

• The Kenyan government provided the secular curriculum. 

• IRUSA provided funding, and the local Islamic Relief 
affiliate’s trusted status as an Islamic organization that 
understands cultural sensitivities allowed us to get the 
imams on board.  

• The imams raised awareness among their communities 
and encouraged parents to trust the changes.

The communities ultimately saw the benefit of the strategy 
and appreciated the fact that they could benefit from a secular 
education for their children, without sacrificing the traditional 
religious school offerings. Islamic Relief was able to build 
partnerships that helped to bridge the gap between the religious 
communities and the public sector, which helped to remove 
some of the stigma of engaging with the non-Muslim, Kenyan 
educational system for the traditional Somali refugees.
 
Cultural sensitivity goes a long way. Rather than trying to 
persuade the community to abandon their traditional Duksi 
system, Islamic Relief integrated it with a broader curriculum 
so the families could benefit from a well-rounded education. 
This opens more opportunities for the children and helps the 
community to appreciate and feel more comfortable with the 
public sector. Islamic Relief served as a bridge, and was only 
able to do this because of their understanding of both sides and 
ability to coordinate a sensitive solution.
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