
LAIAH IDELSON, MSPH, CHES | laiah.idelson@gmail.com	  | 	  	  +925.639.4067	  	  | @laiahjo 

 
EDUCATION 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 	   Baltimore, MD	  
Full	  Scholarship	  as	  Center	  for	  Global	  Health	  Scholar	  
MSPH:	  Health	  Communication	  and	  Education	  
Certificate:	  Maternal	  and	  Child	  Health	  
MSPH	  Thesis:	  There’s	  an	  App	  for	  That:	  An	  Exploration	  of	  Mobile	  Health	  and	  its	  
Application	  to	  Family	  Planning	  Maintenance	  

August	  2012-‐May	  2014	  

 
American University – School of Communications 	   Washington, DC	  
BA,	  Communication	  Studies:	  Media	  &	  Government;	  Minor:	  Sociology	   December	  2008	  
Honors:	  Cum	  Laude,	  Dean’s	  List,	  Sociology	  Honors	  Society	  	   	  
Study	  Abroad:	  University	  of	  Cape	  Town,	  South	  Africa	   January-‐June	  2008	  

 
PROFESSIONAL 

Full Circle Partners 	   Washington, DC	  
Communications	  Intern	   March-‐present	  
• Managing	  re-‐launch	  of	  a	  website	  for	  the	  Joint	  Learning	  Initiative,	  a	  consortium	  working	  to	  fill	  gaps	  in	  data	  for	  
faith	  and	  health.	  	  

• Oversee	  the	  web	  designer	  and	  a	  freelancer	  for	  this	  project.	  
 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Department 
of Population, Family, and Reproductive Health 
Teaching	  Assistant	  

Baltimore, MD	  

• Assisted	  two	  professors	  in	  grading	  and	  classroom	  preparation	  and	  management	  for	  course:	  
Applications	  of	  Program	  Monitoring	  and	  Evaluation	  

March-‐May	  2014	  

 
Center for Communication Programs (JHU-CCP) 	   Baltimore, MD & Dar es Salaam	  
Graduate	  Intern	   January	  2013-‐March	  2014	  
• Awarded	  grant	  from	  the	  Center	  for	  Global	  Health	  to	  complete	  Master’s	  Field	  Placement	  overseas.	  
• Spent	  2.5	  months	  in	  Tanzania	  working	  on	  media	  campaign	  development	  and	  staff	  capacity	  building	  for	  the	  
Tanzania	  Communication	  Capacity	  Project,	  a	  5	  year	  USAID-‐funded	  health	  communication	  capacity	  program.	  

• Designed	  a	  radio	  show	  for	  broadcast	  throughout	  Tanzania	  about	  family	  planning.	  
• Supported	  design	  of	  the	  Health	  COMpass,	  a	  behavior	  change	  capacity	  building	  tool	  for	  the	  HC3	  project,	  a	  $108	  
million	  USAID-‐funded	  capacity	  building	  program.	  	  

• Led	  HC3’s	  Social	  Media	  and	  blogged	  for	  various	  conferences	  and	  events.	  
 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 	   Seattle, WA	  
Intern	   June-‐August	  2013	  
• Selected	  as	  one	  of	  17	  graduate	  students	  from	  across	  the	  country	  for	  prestigious	  internship	  program.	  
• Supported	  the	  Global	  Program	  Advocacy-‐Family	  Health	  team	  in	  grant	  review,	  research,	  and	  strategy	  review.	  
• Wrote	  a	  blog	  published	  on	  the	  Foundation’s	  website	  on	  health	  behavior	  change.	  
 
FHI 360 	   Washington, DC	  
Program	  Officer	  I	   	   November	  2011-‐July	  2012	  
• Designed	  and	  maintained	  project	  website:	  www.nigeriamaps.org	  	  
• Designed	  curriculum	  and	  analyzed	  data	  for	  water	  project	  in	  Tanzania.	  
• Supported	  USAID-‐funded	  malaria	  eradication	  project	  in	  Nigeria	  through	  hiring	  staff	  and	  managing	  7	  field	  offices.	  
 
 



The Center for Interfaith Action on Global Poverty 	   Washington, DC	  
Country	  Program	  Coordinator,	  Nigeria	   	   	   August	  2009-‐November	  2011	  
• Supported	  Director	  of	  Programs	  to	  ensure	  timely	  execution	  of	  projects	  within	  core	  Nigeria	  portfolio.	  
• Undertook	  10-‐day	  trip	  to	  Nigeria	  to	  oversee	  partner	  NGO’s	  completion	  of	  $1-‐million	  pilot	  program	  on	  malaria.	  
• Presented	  CIFA’s	  work	  on	  mapping	  faith-‐based	  health	  assets	  at	  multiple	  global	  health	  conferences	  
Program	  Assistant	   	  
• Coordinated	  &	  staffed	  an	  international	  consultation	  in	  Geneva	  with	  the	  World	  Health	  Organization	  on	  mapping.	  
• Organized	  the	  Global	  Initiative	  for	  Faith,	  Health	  &	  Development	  with	  the	  White	  House	  &	  UN.	  
• Designed	  online	  survey;	  spearheaded	  collection	  of	  100	  examples	  on	  multireligious	  collaboration	  against	  poverty.	  
• Represented	  CIFA	  to	  share	  project	  experiences	  at	  an	  international	  UNFPA	  conference	  in	  New	  York.	  
• Conducted	  focused	  research	  for	  articles	  &	  presentations,	  including	  one	  published	  in	  Cross	  Currents	  Magazine.	  
	  	  

Vidya School 	   New Delhi, India	  
English	  Teacher	   January	  -‐March	  2009	  
• Taught	  English	  to	  fifth-‐grade	  class	  in	  Okhla	  slum	  of	  New	  Delhi,	  including	  planning	  wide	  range	  of	  lessons	  
	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

LEADERSHIP & VOLUNTEERING 
Consortium of Universities for Global Health 	   Washington, D.C.	  
Conference	  Organizer	   December	  2012-‐March	  2013	  
• Moderated	  a	  panel	  on	  careers	  in	  global	  health	  with	  high-‐level	  conference	  participants	  for	  student	  attendees.	  

	  
Community Adolescent Sex Education 	   Baltimore, MD	  
• Taught	  sex-‐ed	  to	  a	  class	  of	  8th	  graders	  in	  Baltimore	  City.	  
• Assisted	  with	  curriculum	  re-‐design.	  	  

	  

October	  2012-‐December	  2012	  

International Rescue Committee Baltimore, MD 
• Designed	  tool	  for	  caseworkers	  to	  assess	  refugees’	  experience	  with	  DV.	  
	  

September-‐October	  2012 

Faith and Global Health Caucus 	   Washington, DC	  
Leadership	  Committee	   April	  2010-‐June	  2012	  
• Organized	  &	  moderated	  a	  panel	  for	  the	  Global	  Health	  Council’s	  annual	  scientific	  conference	  
• Coordinated	  quarterly	  events	  with	  the	  Global	  Health	  Council	  on	  faith	  and	  global	  health	  
	  

Scalabrini Centre 	   Cape Town, South Africa	  
Volunteer	   January	  -‐June,	  2008	  
Assisted	  refugees	  in	  creating	  CVs	  &	  finding	  employment	  in	  South	  Africa	  
 

 

Women’s Initiative, American University 	   Washington, DC	  
Fundraiser	  Founder	  &	  Co-‐Chair	   June-‐November	  2007	  
• Organized	  a	  six-‐hour	  dance	  marathon	  for	  Elizabeth	  Glaser	  Pediatric	  AIDS	  Foundation	  on	  World	  AIDS	  Day	  
• Raised	  over	  $20,000	  from	  80	  attendees.	  Published	  a	  piece	  about	  the	  event	  in	  Huffington	  Post	  
	  

 
SKILLS:	  	  
Professional:	  Certified	  Health	  Education	  Specialist;	  Certified	  Domestic	  Violence	  Counselor;	  Microsoft	  Office;	  Bacons,	  
Lexis	  Nexis;	  Wordpress;	  Drupal;	  social	  media,	  blogging	  
Academic:	  Community-‐Based	  Participatory	  Research;	  Qualitative	  Research	  
Language:	  Conversational	  French	  
Organizational	  Affiliations:	  APHA,	  WIN	  (Women’s	  Information	  Network);	  National	  Commission	  for	  Health	  Education	  
Credentialing,	  Inc.	  
	  


