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Panama Declaration of 5th Global Forum 2017 

First global conference to 
exclusively address role of faith 
communities to EVAC  

Around the world many faith 
communities are implementing the 
10 Panama Commitments

Forum brought together religious 
leaders of many diverse traditions, 
representatives of governments and 
NGOs (526 participants) to address 
EVAC 

AND  
Boys and Girls participated in a 
genuine and  meaningful manner





Listen to and Involve Children 

Listen to children with empathy and 
respect, welcome their wisdom and gifts, 
and continue to work side-by-side to 
address violence against them 

The belief that all humans, including 
children, deserve respect and dignity 
without discrimination on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, ancestry, gender, socio-economic 
status or other status is held in common. 

Religious texts can be found in the 
major religions in support of this 
principle.



Act on Children’s Proposals

Increase our personal and institutional commitments 
to take concrete actions to address the challenges voiced 
by children at this forum 

“I want our leaders to listen to our opinions and 
appreciate it” Child from Bosnia Herzegovina



Child’s Right to Participate  
is KEY to EVAC

1. Children’s participation is recognized in the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child as a human right of every child. 

2. Several articles recognize the child’s right to participate beginning with 
the right to be heard (Article 12).  

3. The right of the child to express his or hear views freely and their views be 
given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. 

4. The right of the child to freedom of expression and association and 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Articles 13,14 and 15). 

This is the core of the human rights of children to autonomy and agency and 
that every child is a subject of rights.



Participation:
Means children can discuss and co-
decide on all matters that affect them, 
like family, school, community matters, 
government policies, legal policies. It 
means that their voices are being 
heard. 

Child participation has a positive 
impact on the community engagement 
and active citizenship, children can co-
decide on matters that affect them 
directly.

Child participation is positive for the 
development of children and youth; it 
increases self-esteem and self-believe. 
Children who are silenced cannot 
challenge violence and abuse 
perpetrated against them.  
Their capacity to learn is restricted 
without the chance to question, 
challenge and debate.  
Religious actors must hear from children 
about the existence and nature of the 
barriers that hinder or prevent their 
rights from being fulfilled. 



CRC 30th 
Anniversary

Multi-religious perspective 
from a diversity of religious 
traditions, drawing 
primarily on the experience 
and traditions of 7 religions 
namely, Baha'i Faith, 
Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 
and Sikh Faith



Consultations with religious leaders and 
children themselves

Self-examination within religious communities raised the following 
questions in regard to children’s participation:  

1. Are all children truly listened to?  
2. Are they given space and opportunities to genuinely participate in 

the life of the community and in the houses of worship? 


